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RECENT TRENDS IN ASIA

Mr. President:
While our main concern at the moment seems to be the Middle
East, I would respectfully suggest that we keep a sharp eye on the dangerous
course of events in Southeast Asia.
that area.

The communists are on the march in

In Singapore there is the distinct possibility that, due to the

efforts of young Chinese activists, especially in the high schools, that
British Crown Colony may well be approaching the end of its democratic
days.

With the unexpected setback for the West in the recent Ceylon

elections and with the demand -- as a result of these elections -- that
Britain withdraw from its naval and air bases there, it appe~ s~h~
danger has increased for Britain and the West, leaving onlyJ..Hong Kong
at the one end and the Protectorate of Aden at the tip of the Arabian
peninsula as the two major strategic defensive outposts in Asia.

Even

there, we find elements of danger with Hong Kong existing precariously
at the whim of Communist China and Aden being pressured by Yemen -a country which has just concluded a tripartite military pact with Egypt
and Saudi Arabia .
The situations in Singapore and Ceylon, plus the neutralism of
Cambodia, the economic and possible diplomatic penetration of that
country by Communist China and certain of the Soviet satellites, plus the
increased trade relationship between Burma, India and the Soviet Union
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should give us reason to pause.

It is incumbent upon us to come up with

new ideas and to modify old concepts if we are to counter the ever-

~

advancing So • i c t~aggres sion in that area .

We should recognize that

~

economically, diplomatically, and perhaps politically, Sev i et penetration
into this vital area of the world is advancing at a pace which calls for a
re-evaluation of our foreign policies -- and soon.

